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theory of the true method of reaching, verifying, and
judging of religious truth; it seemed to him necessary
especially to a popular religion, such as Christianity
claimed to be; and it was not the least of the points
on which he congratulated himself that he had worked
out a view which extended greatly the province and
office of conscience, and of fidelity to it, and greatly
narrowed the province and office of the mere intellect
in the case of the great mass of mankind. The
Oxford writers had all along laid stress on the para-
mount necessity of the single eye and disciplined
heart in accepting or judging religion ; moral subjects
could be only appreciated by moral experience \
parity, reverence, humility were as essential in such
questions as zeal, industry, truthfulness, honesty;
religious truth is a gift as well as a conquest; and
they dwelt on the great maxims of the New Testament:
"To him that hath shall be given"; "If any man
will do the will of the Father, he shall know of the
doctrine." But though Mr. Newman especially had
thrown out deep and illuminating thoughts on this
difficult question, it had not been treated .system-
atically ; and this treatment Mr, Ward attempted to
give to it. It was a striking and powerful effort, full
of keen insight into human experience and acute
observations on its real laws and conditions; but on
the face of it, it was laboured and strained ; it chose
its own ground, and passed unnoticed neighbouring
regions tinder different conditions; it left undealt
with the infinite variety of circumstances, history,